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The Dalgarno Response: 

‘Footy Trip Shock’ reads the header of the article posted in today’s Herald Sun!  Really, shock? Many 

people reading the malicious accounts of violence, vandalism, public nuisance and ‘hoon behaviour’ 

are probably in the same boat I’m in... I’m disturbed and wearied by it, but hardly shocked anymore. 

What is tragic is that these ‘activities’ it seems are standard fare for many (males in particular) in  the 

emerging generation, whose collective psyche’s are being drowned in a lethal cocktail of  meaningless, 

pop-culture veneration of pleasure (at all costs), and of course the ever destructive and easily 

accessible ingredient of alcohol.   

However, this event really is deeply disturbing for another vile component... the alleged pack rape – the 

absolutely reprehensible violation of two young women - and not by seasoned deviants, but by mere 

boys! Boys, it would appear who have little means to understand what constitutes real masculinity. Or 

do they?  

Are they merely mimicking the tacit messages spewing out in our current amoral cultural context? I’ve 

spent nearly three decades working with youth and young adults and watched a progressive decay of 

any semblance of order in what it means for a boy to transition into ‘manhood’. Of course, the ‘blokey’ 

clichés have always persisted... you know the ‘beer, the brawl, the bird’. Getting drunk, ‘getting some’ 

and being able to ‘handle yourself’ have been perpetuated. However, at best they are sad echoes of a 

dysfunction that simply persisted because the other models, genuine rites of passage, where ignored, 

until they were lost.   

People should be shocked and appalled at the events, but for anyone who cares to look beyond the 
‘blame and shame’ mode can see that there are some very real reasons (not excuses) for this – and we 
as a community have to shoulder much of that responsibility. 

The prominent social commentator Richard Eckersley wrote in his book ‘Well and Good” morality, 
meaning and happiness”, that ... “Young people have a particular vulnerability to the failure of the modern 
Western Culture to do well what cultures are supposed to do: provide webs of meaning that shape the way 
people see the world, locate themselves within it and behave in it.”             
            

Our culture, in its pursuit of personal liberty has unwittingly embraced the mantra of “Do what you feel” 

and with the now seldom heard caveat of – “oh, by the way, as long as that doesn’t hurt anyone else”. 

We reinforce this with a relativist framework that dictates whatever you, as an individual believes is 

good, is right and right is true! We don’t look to external elements, patterns, models or institutions as 

signposts for conduct, as the young are told ‘you do what’s right for you’. ‘Old’ means useless and 

wisdom is found only in the pop-culture shaped peer solidarity that says ‘this generation knows all 

needs, to do its ‘thing’’.  
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Now into this unrestrained melting pot with an unsecured psyche and a developing brain physiology ill 

equipped to manage sensuality driving stimuli, you throw pornography and Peer pressure. Now you 

have a testosterone charged weapon ready to fire.... all it needs now is the most insidious of triggers to 

set it off – alcohol! 

Of course the short answer is to remove the booze and the porn (by the way, porn is whatever ‘objectifies’ a 
human being. Whatever message or medium that reduces a person to being merely a one dimensional sexual object that is 

to be acquired and ‘used’ - is what constitutes pornography!) There is no doubt that by doing this we will see a 

real change in our culture, but we need to do much more. 

Will these recent shocking events stir us into action? What will be our response? I concur with Peter 

Schwab’s comment that ‘Violence against anyone, let alone women, is just totally unacceptable”. It 

most certainly is “TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE”... but what now? 

We certainly need to educate! We also need to legislate –to protect! We can and perhaps should 

introduce another ‘law’. Yet in all our reactions we must not stop there, we must go deeper. We, as a 

culture need to look beyond the outcome based responses and look into the ‘why’ this is continuing to 

happen. We all must make some more serious attempts to help this struggling ‘Generation Next’ find if 

not the best, then at the very least, a less destructive path. 

I’ll leave you with a profound exhortation from a since departed elder statesmen Edmund Burke... 

"Men are qualified for liberty in exact proportion to their disposition to put moral chains upon their own 

appetites... Society cannot exist, unless a controlling power upon will and appetite be placed 

somewhere; and the less of it there is within, the more there must be without.  It is ordained in the 

eternal constitution of things, that men of intemperate minds cannot be free.  Their passions forge their 

fetters.”  

    

Shane Varcoe – Executive Director, Dalgarno Institute. (Coalition of Alcohol & Drug Educators) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

               


