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Dalgarno Response 

The Dalgarno Institute and its growing coalition of proactive and socially responsible adherents 

joins with the Victorian community in applauding the Victorian Branch of the AMA and its 

President Dr. H Hemley for throwing their, not insignificant weight, behind the need for change 

in what is clearly the current unmanageable Liquor licensing culture. 

When one considers, the in excess of 15000 license breaches, as staggering, (one can only 

imagine the ones missed by the already under-staffed inspectors), then civic leaders and 

legislators need to act and act, not with passionate indignation, but rather from a measured 

place of clearly mandated social responsibility. 

The AMA affiliates encounter the very clear physical impact of the breaches of liquor licensing 

regulations in their hospitals, clinics and emergency departments. This growing human carnage 

has also reached tipping point in NSW, where emergency services agencies (including police, fire 

and ambulance) have launched their own consortium know as the ‘Last drinks’ campaign, to try 

and stem the tide of injury and harm down to their members by people under the influence of a 

product generating great profits for a limited few. 

The impact of what has now been coined by some academics as ‘passive drinking’ is escalating at 

alarming rates with costs blowing out into the billions.1 It’s not merely physical injuries from 

accidents alone, but from assaults (domestic and public), from vandalism, from disturbing of 

peace and public nuisance.  And we haven’t even looked at the more tragic consequences of 

familial and juvenile damage/harms.  This issue is moving into a not only a socially responsible 

space, but a more important social justice issue – The injustice of a few profiteering off the harm 

of some at the expense of the many – and until it is seen as such we’ll continue to only evaluate 

the alcohol issue from a fiscal or medical perspective. 

The need for reform is clear - the greater the accessibility, permissibility and availability of this 

legal drug have facilitated greater harms on the community and the time for real change is now. 

 

 

Media Release 
 



 

 

 

Dalgarno Institute 

admin@dalgarnoinstitute.org.au 

P: 1300 975 002 F: 1300 952 551 

What can be done: 

� A significant reduction of the number of licensees, especially at venues without a full 

food menu. (Again this reduces the number of venues that are purely alcohol delivery outlets, making alcohol 

the sole amenity, rather than an addendum to venue, food and entertainment.) 

� Significantly increase fines for licensees who breach any RSA (Responsible Serving of Alcohol) 

standards. Introduction of License revocation for repeat offenders (i.e. three strikes and 

you’re out). 

� Encourage responsible retailing with (a) incentives provided for responsible service 

training of staff, (b) ensuring the quality of the physical environment in drinking 

establishments is of a good standard for the numbers of patrons being catered for and (c) 

recognition for the implementation of effective strategies which ensure the business 

complies with all necessary rules and regulations for sale of alcohol.  

� Licensing levy of 10% - Introduce a levy on all alcohol serving licenses which is to go into 

an incentive fund to reward licensees who demonstrate best practice – including 

consistent RSA, no public drunkenness, no violence, orderly conduct etc 

� Wind back closing times for all venues that serve alcohol or cease all sales of alcohol 

within venues at a certain time. This should include the restricting of sales of high 

content alcohol drinks to no later than 10 pm. 

� Restricting alcohol trading hours for supermarket alcohol outlets and/or sales. (Evidence 

suggests a clear correlation between accessibility/availability and consumption).2 
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