
 

  

 
Date:  September 2010  

Issue: ‘Responsible Takeaway Alcohol Hours Bill 2010’ Introduction of legislation 

by Family First Senator Steve Fielding 

Dalgarno Response 

 

The Dalgarno Institute and its growing community coalition would like to congratulate Family First for the 

introduction of this important measure and affirm its importance as part of a broader strategy needed to 

address the growing health and human damage of the alcohol issue in our nation. 

According to the recently released research by the Australian Education and Rehabilitation Foundation (AER 

Foundation) has now put the total economic impact of alcohol misuse at $36 billion per annum which is over 

double 2005 estimates. This comprises $24.7 billion in tangible costs, which include out-of-pocket 

expenses, forgone wages or productivity and hospital and childcare protection costs. There are a further 

$11.6 billion in intangible costs, which includes lost quality of life from someone else's drinking....There are 

more than 70,000 Australians who are victims of alcohol related assaults each year.1 

The evidence is not only mounting, but clear that the restriction of availability, accessibility and 

permissibility are all factors that reduce alcohol consumption. The great work done by the Newcastle 

Police in conjunction with Tony Brown and the Coalition of Newcastle inner city resident group has seen 

what has become known as the Newcastle Section 104 Decision, bringing about the reduction in trading 

hours of hotels in that region. This action saw the reduction of operating hours to an earlier closing time of 

3 am. This seemingly meagre concession alone saw the reduction in alcohol related violence by 37%. 

The Dalgarno Institute believe this ‘Responsible Takeaway Alcohol Hours Bill 2010’ is another important 

step in further reducing the harms of alcohol in our community. 

We here at Dalgarno believe this Bill has the potential for even greater impact if is harnessed to other 

supply reduction measures such as…   

a) Earlier closing times for licensed premises  

b) The restriction and reduction of the number of licensed and retail liquor sales outlets 

 c) Greater accountability for and policing of, licensed venues.  
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And to more effectively complete this community benefiting strategy, a raft of sustainable demand 

reduction measures need to be introduced, such as  

a) Warning labels on all alcohol products  

b) The drastic reduction of alcohol advertising in all mediums and  

c) The increase of taxation and pricing of all alcohol, but particularly high alcohol content 

beverages 

d) The sustained marketing and education campaign to not only rightly convey the nature and 

extent of the damage of alcohol, but also the alternatives available, particularly to families and 

the young.  

It is time our civic leaders and legislators embraced strategies such as put forward by Senator Fielding 

that will see the abuse and misuse of alcohol subside and the vulnerable in our community 

(particularly the young) have a safer and healthier environment into which to emerge. 

 

Shane Varcoe – Executive Director 

Dalgarno Institute 
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