
 

  

 
Date:  May 2011  

Issue: Alcohol availability, bingeing and violence – the evidence.  

Dalgarno Response: We need further action to minimise violence! 

“Availability, permissibility and accessibility all equal greater consumption – and that 

consumption increases not only the risk, but actuality of violence and assault.” D.I. 

 
The Drug Use Monitoring in Australia Program (DUMA) in their latest report released these key 

findings... 
� The AIC (Australian Institute of Criminology) interviewed 170 assault offenders detained on Friday and 

Saturday nights as part of the Drug Use Monitoring in Australia (DUMA) program.  

� Those charged with assault on Friday and Saturday nights were more likely than those charged at other 

times to have consumed alcohol in the past 48 hours and attribute alcohol as a factor in their offending. 

� Detainees who had consumed alcohol in the past 48 hours and been charged with assault on a Friday and 

Saturday night were nearly twice as likely as those charged at other times to have been mixing drinks on 

the last occasion they drank. This was particularly the case for young males aged 18 to 25 years (48%). 

� Assault offenders consumed substantial amounts of alcohol in the lead up to their arrest. The median 

number of standard drinks consumed by assault offenders was 14, although this was higher for young 

males who had been mixing drinks on the last occasion they drank (22 standard drinks). 

� Of those who had been drinking, half of all assault offenders consumed their last drink at a residential 

location. Thirty percent had been drinking at licensed premises. Younger males aged 18–25 years were 

more likely to have been drinking at a licensed premise. 
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The report also revealed that it was the most vulnerable age group of 18-25 who were not only the highest 

consumers of high alcohol content drinks like spirits, but were also the group mixing their alcohol types, 

consuming beer and wine along with spirits. 
2
 

Of course the vast majority of those arrested for assault were males, in fact just under 90%, and half of those 

males arrested were from, again the most vulnerable demographic – 18-25 y.o. 
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This report further confirms collaborative findings outlined in NSW Bureau of Statistics Crime and Justice Bulletin 

released only earlier this year. Their study revealed that proximity to licensed premises coincided with a higher 

concentration of assaults than anywhere else. 
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The following is a direct excerpt from the report reinforcing the reality that the higher the number of licensed 

premises the greater the risk and occurrence of assault… 
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“This study shows that in the Sydney LGA (Local Government Area) assaults are more likely to occur 

around licensed premises than elsewhere. This is supported by the findings that the concentration of 

assaults: 

 is considerably higher in close proximity to licensed premises than it is further away from licensed 

premises; and 

 is higher around licensed premises than it is around commercial (unlicensed) premises or 

randomly selected points. 

Our findings also suggest that the concentration of licensed premises is strongly associated with the 

number of recorded assaults, and that the association is linear…doubling the number of licensed 

premises in an area is likely to result in a doubling of the number of assaults. Conversely halving the 

number of licensed premises would halve the number of assaults.”
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Beyond that, and sadly we might add, Australia featured prominently in the World Health Organisation’s 

recently released Global status report on alcohol and health and for all the wrong reasons. Data collected from 

Australia showed that about 1% of the population was hospitalized due to another person’s drinking in the 

course of a year, and about the same proportion suffered a domestic assault related to alcohol. Dr. Ala Alwan 

writing on the report for The Globe Issue 1, 2011 stated the following… “More than two thirds of the survey 

respondents were adversely affected by someone else’s drinking in the last year. The drinking of a stranger 

negatively impacted a total of 10.5 million people.” Now while this is not all assaults, much of it is either law 

breaking or public nuisance behaviour that takes up the time of law enforcement. 

Evidence based data continues to reveal the disturbing link between alcohol, licensed premises and assault. 

The Dalgarno Institute has and continues to call for… 

a) Far fewer licensed premises 

b) Review and toughening up of liquor licensing laws. 

c) An immediate moratorium on all current liquor license applications. 

d) Tougher penalties including the closure of venues that have records of repeated violent incidences. 

e) Tougher policing of RSA (responsible serving of alcohol) regulations. 

f) Earlier closing times. 

g) Raising the Minimum Level Drinking Age (MLDA) to 21. 
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