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 [“Acceptability, availability and accessibility - all increase consumption.” Dalgarno Institute.] 
  

New NGO White Paper Officially Released February 2017: Social Determinants and Substance Use –  A 
perspective beyond the policy ‘silo’ pragmatics 

It has been shown that societies worldwide have been undergoing cultural and ethical changes which, in association with 
other social determinants, have influenced the uptake and increased consumption of illicit drugs, particularly by the 
general population in developed countries.  These trends warrant due consideration of the issues raised by the substantial 
and ever increasing social, economic and health costs to societies worldwide and the attempts which have been made on a 
global and national level to address them. (Australian Institute of Family Studies 2008; National Drug Strategy Household 
Survey 2013;  Stutman 2013; W.H.O. Commission on Social Determinants of Health, 2008).   

New research in neuroscience and anecdotal responses from professionals in the field of Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) 
call for new, innovative and more comprehensive approaches for addressing human needs associated with people who are 
suffering from substance use and the communities and families that are impacted by their drug use. (Fraser et al. 2014; 
Vaccarino 2011; Seung 2010 Ted Talk; UN Economic and Social Council, Commission on Narcotics & Drugs 2016) 

Abstract: This paper explores how these factors and other social determinants have influenced the uptake and increased 
consumption of illicit drugs by the general population in developed countries and gives due consideration to the substantial 
and ever increasing social, economic and health costs to societies world-wide.(Australian Institute of Family Studies 2008; 
National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2013;  Stutman, 2013; W.H.O. Commission on Social Determinants of Health, 
2008)  International policy development and national attempts to implement effective illicit drug related policies are 
discussed in light of data which has been collated through national and international studies. (W.H.O. 20013). 

The authors posit that there is a need to address underlying issues and principles relating to personal responsibility; and at 
a national level, a need to present a unified approach across government departments in preventing harm from illicit drugs, 
which have in the past been adopting a narrow “silo” approach (Carey & Crammond, 2014).  It is proposed that much can 
be achieved through implementing an effective model for addressing social determinants which impact on communities 
and contribute to the increasing incidence of drug and alcohol abuse and associated negative impacts being reported in 
developed countries.  (UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 2016) 

Only clear and unambiguous policy frameworks, along with policy implementation which ensures Demand Reduction and 
Prevention – along with effective drug exiting Recovery Programs – will see the health, community and familial outcomes 
that societies focused on reducing drug use can achieve.  

Download Paper at http://dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/images/resources/pdf/dart/2016-
17/Social_Determinants_SubstanceUSEFINALDocJan2017.pdf 

“Resilient communities don’t use drugs - Resilient families don’t want drugs!” 
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